
THE HENRY R. KRAVIS PRIZE IN LEADERSHIP
AWARDED TO VICKY COLBERT

A visionary committed to improving education in developing countries

Claremont, Calif., February 3, 2011—Claremont McKenna College (CMC) announced today 
that Vicky Colbert was awarded the sixth annual Henry R. Kravis Prize in Leadership. The 
Kravis Prize, which carries a $250,000 award designated to the recipient organization, 
recognizes extraordinary leadership in the nonprofit sector. Ms. Colbert will be presented with 
The Kravis Prize at a ceremony on March 22 in New York City.

Ms. Colbert founded the nonprofit organization Escuela Nueva Foundation, which aims to 
improve the quality of education in low-income schools across the globe. Since its inception, the 
organization’s innovative educational model has reached more than five million children in Latin 
America and has influenced education models in Africa and Asia. 

“Vicky Colbert is a true pioneer in education, and her commitment in Latin America is 
inspiring,” said Henry Kravis. “She has taken her experiences as UNICEF’s regional adviser for 
education in the Americas and Colombia’s vice minister of education and created an 
organization that affects change not only in her home country, but globally.”

Founded in 1987, the internationally recognized Escuela Nueva Foundation works to alleviate 
inequality and poverty through a collaborative learning educational program in Ms. Colbert’s 
native Colombia. The program provides effective teacher training, improves curriculum and 
fosters classroom environments that are engaging and compelling to students. The Escuela 
Nueva model moves away from traditional “teacher-centered” environments, which often 
emphasize rote memorization directed by the teacher, and instead encourages “child-centered” 
environments that fully engage students and allow them to learn at their own pace. 

“I have always known that low quality education leads to an unqualified labor force, inequality 
and poverty. It is this injustice and inequity that led me to rethink education and craft a solution 
to improve its quality and effectiveness. At Escuela Nueva Foundation, we work to establish 
schools as the basic unit of change, nurturing a culture of peace and citizenship; allowing boys 
and girls to learn to learn and participate, and empowering them and their communities,” 
explained Vicky Colbert. 

“Every year we seek nonprofits that achieve a far-reaching, tangible impact, and Ms. Colbert not 
only has improved the lives of more than five million children in Latin America, she also has 
created a successful and compelling education model whose cost-effectiveness is particularly 
relevant for low income schools,” said Marie-Josée Kravis. 

About The Kravis Prize
Established in 2006, The Henry R. Kravis Prize in Leadership recognizes and celebrates 
extraordinary accomplishment and bold leadership in the nonprofit sector. The Kravis Prize is 
presented and administered by Claremont McKenna College and Marie-Josée Kravis and Henry 
Kravis. Mrs. Kravis, an economist, is a senior fellow of the Hudson Institute; Mr. Kravis, 
founding partner, co-chairman and co-CEO of Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co., is an alumnus 
and trustee of Claremont McKenna College.

http://www.kkr.com/team/pe_professionals.cfm
http://www.kkr.com/team/pe_professionals.cfm
http://www.hudson.org/kravis
http://www.escuelanueva.org/
http://www.cmc.edu/kravisprize/


The Kravis Prize Selection Committee, chaired by Mrs. Kravis, includes: Harry McMahon, CMC 
alumnus and chair of the Claremont McKenna College Board of Trustees, and executive vice 
chairman, Bank of America Merrill Lynch; Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureate in economics and the 
Thomas W. Lamont University Professor, Harvard University; Lord Jacob Rothschild, chairman, 
Rothschild Investment Trust Capital Partners; Ratan Tata, chairman, Tata Group; Surin 
Pitsuwan, secretary general, Association of Southeast Asian Nations; and James D. Wolfensohn, 
chairman, Wolfensohn & Company, L.L.C., and former president, The World Bank.

Past recipients of The Kravis Prize are: Roy Prosterman (2006), founder of the Rural 
Development Institute; Fazle Abed (2007), founder of BRAC; the Forum for African Women 
Educationalists (FAWE) (2008); Dr. Sakena Yacoobi (2009), founder of the Afghan Institute of 
Learning; and Pratham (2010), India’s largest nonprofit dedicated to improving the reading, 
writing, and basic arithmetic skills of children ages six through 14.

To learn more about The Kravis Prize, please visit www.kravisprize.org.

About Claremont McKenna College
Claremont McKenna College (CMC), established in 1946, is among the highest-ranked and most 
selective liberal arts colleges in the nation. CMC excels in preparing students for leadership 
through the liberal arts in business, the professions and public affairs. The College is home to 
more than 130 accomplished teacher-scholars who are dedicated to teaching and to offering 
unparalleled opportunities for student collaboration in the research process. Enrolling 
approximately 1,200 students, CMC combines highly-selective need-blind admission, innovative 
programs, a nine-to-one student-faculty ratio, ten research institutes, the impact of the seven-
member Claremont College Consortium, and a strong and committed network of alumni, to 
educate its graduates for a lifetime of leadership.

To learn more about Claremont McKenna College, please visit www.cmc.edu.

About the Kravis Leadership Institute
The Kravis Leadership Institute is the premier academic center for the promotion and 
understanding of responsible, innovative leadership, providing unique opportunities for students 
at Claremont McKenna College to develop as outstanding real world leaders for the public, 
private and social sectors. Anchoring The Kravis Prize in the Kravis Leadership Institute allows 
students to engage with and learn from Prize recipients through lectures and seminars, 
internships and student projects, course curriculum and research. 

To learn more about the Kravis Leadership Institute, please visit www.cmc.edu/kli
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